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I will not say that at this time I had not already had the
idea of taking a personal part in the sinking of the High
Seas Fleet; I thought far more of returning to the Home-
land before the beginning of the voyage from the Firth
of Forth to the neutral ports. Plans at that time, there-
fore, could not of course be laid as what to aim for next.
However, soon after the voyage on to Scapa Flow, the
suddenly dominating feeling grew in me that I should
provide for a way out of internment worthy of the High
Seas Fleet. In the prosecution of my resolve, to take
over the leadership of the Fleet, I had to exact the
compliance of the officers. Similar trains of thought
seem to have exercised the mind of the late Commander-
in-Chief, Admiral von Hipper, whilst he was himself
preparing the High Seas Fleet for the voyage over
to England; later too I found many officers in the
Fleet whose convictions differed little, if at all, from mine.
I must again emphasize here, thiat f it is said or written
that the German Fleet was surrendered and delivered over
to the enemy by German sea officers, we officers knew
what we were doing !

The Allies still had to give instructions for the carrying
out of the Armistice conditions regarding the sea forces.
The English C.-in-C. on the 12 November therefore
requested that the German C.-in-C. would send an
Admiral to the Firth of Forth for a conference. Rear-
Admiral Meurer was appointed for this duty. He
reached the Firth of Forth on board the light cruiser
Kcenigsberg on the 15 November, The conferences took
place on board the English Flagship Queen Elizabeth on
this day and the next. The results were communicated
to Admiral von Hipper by Admiral Meurer during the